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zealously engaged in labour for the glory of the Lord amongst
the heathen in India and throughout the nations of the East!
These people are called by the Hindu natives <e Suridni"
"Syrians," or "Nazrdni" "ITazarenes;" and by Europeans,
" The Christians of St. Thomas," or more appropriately, " The
Syrian Christians of Malabar." Their own traditions attri-
bute their origin to the apostle Thomas, who visited India,
they say, about A.B. 52, and preached the Gospel there,
making numerous converts, who were joined some centuries
afterwards by other Christians from Syria. The accuracy of
the tradition of this apostle's visit to India and of his
martyrdom there is exceedingly questionable, though there
is reason to believe that the Gospel was preached in India at
a very early period. It is probable that the Syrian Chris-
tians were, in the first instance, a small colony from Antioch ;
perhaps driven thence by violent persecutions about the
middle of the fourth century.

A favourable reception was given to these early Christian
colonists by the Hindu kings of the Malabar coast, on which
they landed. Extensive privileges were granted them, ac-
cording to the inscriptions on copperplates which are still in
the possession of the Syrians, preserved in their college at
Cottayam; fae-similes * of which, taken by Dr. Buchanan,
I have seen in the Public Library of the Cambridge Univer-
sity, along with copies of similar grants to the chief of the
ancient Jewish colony at Cochin. ^The Syrian plates are
nearly ten inches in length and four in breadth, with large
letters distinctly graven on both sides. The character is
very ancient, and was once common to both Tamil and
Malayalim. Other old copper plates and deeds of temples in
Travancore are extant, of several of which I have taken
copies, but have not as yet succeeded in deciphering the
whole.

* Certainly not the original plates, as some have supposed.